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I. Basis of the report 



I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
pages 



1-18 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-37 



_ , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



„, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



2 ' StJ^^fl^ 8 !^ 311 £ e / en l ents above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

| the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item language in wmcn 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wh i c h is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

0^553^ ° f ^ tranSlati ° n fomished for to* 5 Ptoses of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ Ibe statement fliat the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

Senfomished *"* " lformation recordcd in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

D SvnnH P t^^i been C8 ^ K ? Cd "5 {S ° me of) the ^ endments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 8 

^ P !^^Lt ee ^ iC ! 1 h fi ve }^ finished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to 
mdWjf) ° S or % inall yfi l ' d " ™* ™ not annexed to this report since they do not contain amJ^t^jSltR 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V ' f^LZf S * atem f nt u " der Artic ^35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement y * 



L Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-37 



1-37 



1-37 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1- Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: FR-A-2 7 67 071; 
D2: GB-A-1 113 613. 

2. Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(example 1) a silica produced by spray-drying a 
suspension of precipitated silica, from which the 
subject matter of claim 1 differs in that the 
suspension of precipitated silica also contains a 
phosphate selected from phosphates of the elements 
in groups la or Ha of the periodic classification 
of elements and rare earth phosphates. 

It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 is 
novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

The compound produced by adding such a phosphate to 
the silica suspension is denser than the 
precipitated silica in the prior art. Said compound 
also has improved fluidity and enhanced attrition 
resistance while, nevertheless, having nutritional 
properties . 



INTERNATIONAL PI 



VARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



2.1 



As a result, the subject matter of claim 1 involves 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

Document D2 describes (claims 1 and 8) a compound 
based on an alkaline earth metal silicate and an 
alkaline earth metal phosphate, which compound is 
produced from the same solution by means of 
precipitation and is then washed and dried. The 
subject matter of claim 1 differs from said compound 
in that a precipitated silica rather than an 
alkaline earth metal silicate is used as a reagent 
and in that a spray-drying step is used. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is, therefore, novel 
over D2. 

The spray-drying step produces solid beads that are 
substantially spherical and have good attrition 
resistance. 



It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 
involves an inventive step with respect to D2 . 

2.2 Claims 2-27 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
also fulfil, as such, the PCT requirements of 
novelty and inventive step. 

2.3 Similarly, independent claims 28, 32, 35 and 36 (and 
claims 29-31, 33-34 and 37, which are dependent 
thereon) relate to a packaged composition including 
a carrier consisting of the compound as per claim 1, 
and the use of said compound as a liquid carrier, an 
anti-caking agent or as an agent for assisting in 
the liquid spraying method, the solid grinding 
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method or in the pellet and/or tablet .making 
operations. Said claims also fulfil the PCT 
requirements of novelty and- inventive step. - 
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